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Overview & Scrutiny Board 
Wednesday 2nd December 2020, 2.00–3.20pm via Microsoft Teams Live 
 
Present: 
Councillor Jolley (in the Chair) 
Councillors Bellamy, Brocklehurst, Burch, K. Garrido, King, Morris, Nelson, Pevitt, 
Sharpe and Turner. 
 
Councillor Hinds  – Lead Member for Finance and Support Services 
 
Officers: 
Chris Hesketh  – Head of Financial Management  
Claire Edwards  – Democratic Services 
 
1.  Apologies for Absence 
 
There were no apologies for absence submitted. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. Minutes of meeting held on 4th November 2020 
 
RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the above meeting be approved as a correct 
record. 
 
4. Budget Monitoring and Savings Programme  
 
The Lead Member for Finance & Support Services introduced this item following 
which the Head of Financial Management presented a report which outlined the 
current position of expenditure against the 2020/21 budget, including the implications 
of the impact of COVID-19 on the council’s financial position, and provided an 
update on the approved savings programme as at the end of September 2020. 
 
The report included information in respect of the following: 
 
 Budget Monitoring Position 

o People (Children’s) 
o People (Adults) 
o Place 
o Service Reform 
o Public Health 
o Other Budgets 
o Social Care (Risks around integrated arrangements) 
o Comparison to COVID-19 Returns to CLG 

 Current Risk Status of Savings 
 Reserves Position 
 Capital Monitoring 
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Discussion took place which included reference to the following: 
 
 The margin for error within the forecast being greater than usual due to the impacts 

of COVID-19. 
 

 The integrated fund pressure – it was indicated that, assuming that the forecasts 
were realistic, the overall financial position was roughly in line with expectations. 

 
 Section 2.12 of the report – Social Care (risks around integrated arrangements) – 

a query was raised in relation to the current position regarding the “Salford Offer.”  
Councillor Morris indicated that she would seek clarification regarding this matter 
from the Lead Member for Adult Services, Health & Wellbeing. 

 

 Salford Community Leisure (SCL) having fallen outside of the support that had 
been offered to leisure centres due to the arrangements that were in place in 
Salford.  It was not known when there would be an announcement as to whether 
SCL would be receiving support in respect of lost income.  It was established that 
information regarding the pressures that were being experienced was included in 
the information that the council reported to the government on a regular basis. 

 
 As reflected in Table 1, the government emergency funding had gone a long way 

to addressing the pressures in this financial year.  As indicated in the report, in 
terms of collection fund income, there was currently no committed funding for future 
years and significant risks therefore remained to the council’s financial resilience 
over the medium term. 

 
 Section 2.11 (Other budgets) – it was established that the increased borrowing 

costs that had been incurred related to a strategic investment in the airport. 
 

 Children’s Integrated Fund – it was established that the total risk was included in 
Table 1. 

 
 Table 1 - it was established that Social care related to all elements of the integrated 

fund. 
 

 Earmarked reserves remaining at approximately £80m – it was noted that there 
were specific risks that the earmarked reserves were set aside to address. 
 

 Section 5.3 of the report (Programme Virements), Table 4 (Virements within 
Place) – reference was made to the intention for Buile Hill Mansion Scheme to be 
included in a future capital programme. 
 

 Table 5 (Capital Programme and Expenditure) – reference was made to work that 
was being undertaken by officers to ensure that, should any grant funded 
programmes need to move into next year, the grant could be retained and would 
not be lost.  Where this was not possible, officers would be working to ensure that 
spend was committed as soon as possible. 

 
 Due to there being less traffic on the roads because of the COVID-19 restrictions, 

whether it would be possible for additional capital funding to be directed towards 
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undertaking pothole repairs at this time.  Councillor K. Garrido indicated that she 
would raise this matter with the Lead Member for Planning & Sustainable 
Development. 

 
RESOLVED: THAT the current position in respect of the 2020/21 revenue budget, 
savings and capital programme, and the matters raised during the discussion, be 
noted. 
 
5. Spending Review – Briefing Note  
 
The Head of Financial Management presented a briefing note with regard to the 
Spending Review which included information with regard to the following: 
 

 General 
 COVID-19 Funding 
 Council Tax 
 Business Rates 
 New Homes Bonus 
 PWLB 
 Other Funding Announcements 

 
Discussion took place which included reference to the following – 
 
 Council Tax referendum limits being maintained at up to 2% with an additional 3% 

adult social care precept permitted for upper tier councils. There would potentially 
be flexibility to apply the 3% precept over a two-year period so 2021/22 and 
2022/23. 
 

 Restrictions on the use of Public Works Loan Board (PWLB) for commercial 
investment having been reaffirmed with authorities needing to confirm that there 
would be no intention to invest in assets primarily for yield at any point in the next 
three years. 

 

 The provisional settlement being expected during the week commencing 14th 
December.   
 

RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted.  
 
6. COVID-19 Funding Update 
 
Consideration was given to a briefing note which provided a schedule of Covid 
related funding. 
 
Discussion took place regarding the Additional Restrictions Grant and a request was 
made for members of the board to be provided with details of the methodology 
according to which the grant had been allocated, together with the figure that had 
been allocated to Salford, and the amounts that had been allocated to all of the 
Greater Manchester authorities. 
 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the information be noted. 
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(2) THAT arrangements be made for the above-mentioned information 

to be provided. 
 
7. Preparations for February Meeting (Revenue Budget) 
 
Discussion took place regarding the arrangements for the above meeting, which was 
currently scheduled to take place on 3rd February 2021. 
 
RESOLVED: THAT arrangements be made for Councillor Jolley to meet with Joanne 
Hardman, Chris Hesketh and the appropriate Democratic Services Officer early in 
January, in order for further discussion to take place regarding the arrangements for 
the above meeting. 
 
8. Work Programme 2020/21 
 
Consideration was given to the Board’s Work Programme for 2020/21.  
 
RESOLVED: THAT the content of the Work Programme be noted. 
 
9. Date of Next Meeting 
 
RESOLVED: THAT it be noted that the next meeting of the Board was to be held on 
Wednesday, 3rd February 2021. 
 


